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tion is appropriate. 





INFORMATION ON VOTING BY MILITARY PERSONNEL 


There is continued in this issue of the Coast Guard Bulletin, the section 
devoted to information regarding voting in the forthcoming elections. 
This section will be continued as long as the publication of this informa- 








VICE ADMIRAL WAESCHE SWORN 
IN FOR THIRD TERM AS 
COMMANDANT 


Vice Admiral Russell Randolph 
Waesche has been reappointed Com- 
mandant of the United States Coast 
Guard for a third term of 4 years by the 
President of the United States with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. He 
was sworn in by Secretary of the Navy 
James Forrestal at ceremonies held in 
the Secretary’s office on June 14. 

Vice Admiral Waesche was appointed 
Commandant of the Coast Guard with 
the rank of Rear Admiral on 14 June 
1936 succeeding Rear Admiral Harry G. 
Hamlet. Upon termination of this ap- 
pointment in 1940, he was reappointed 
for a second 4-year term. In March 1942 
he was raised to the rank of vice ad- 
miral, the highest rank ever held by a 
Coast Guard officer. 

Under Vice Admiral Waesche’s lead- 
ership, the Service has experienced a 
great expansion both in the number of 
personnel and in the duties and func- 
tions performed by the Service. Among 
the changes were the following: The 
dual organization, consisting of a shore 
station branch and a seagoing branch, 
was eliminated and replaced by one com- 
pact organization ; the Lighthouse Serv- 
ice was transferred to and integrated 
with the Coast Guard; certain functions 
of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and 
Navigation were transferred to the 
Coast Guard by an Bxecutive order of 
the President early in 1942; and respon- 
sibility for the security of United States 





ports and shipping facilities was also 
delegated to the Coast Guard. 

Vice Admiral Waesche was born 6 
January 1886 in Thurmont, Md., and re- 
ceived his early education in the public 
schools of Maryland and at Purdue Uni- 
versity. He was appointed a cadet in 
the Coast Guard Academy in May 1904, 
and received a commission as Ensign 
in October 1906. 


COMMANDANT SPEAKS AT NEW 
YORK ON NATIONAL 
MARITIME DAY 


Vice Admiral Russell R. Waesche, 
Commandant of the United States Coast 
Guard, was among the principal speak- 
ers at two of the larger celebrations held: 
in New York City on the occasion of Na- 
tional Maritime Day, 22 May. One of 
the celebrations was held under the aus- 
pices of the National Maritime Union, 
and at this was dedicated a memorial 
to seamen who have died in the present 
war. The other celebration was held 
under the joint auspices of the Amer- 
ican Merchant Marine Institute, Inc., 
and the War Shipping Administration. 

After unveiling the seamen’s memo- 
rial, Vice Admiral Waesche delivered a 
short address which he brought to a close 
with the following remarks: 

On this National Maritime Day it is ap- 
propriate that we look, not only to the past 
glories and present trials of the American 
Merchant Marine but also that we turn to 
the future. In the last 2% years we have 
come far enough along the road to victory 
so that we may look with confidence to the 
day when the enemies of democracy and 
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liberty will be finally and thoroughly van- 
quiches and when the seas will again be the 
ree highways of world commerce. That day 
should and find the United States with 
the largest and best fleet of merchant ves- 
sels in its history. The many hazards and 
trying circumstances that characterize ship- 
ping teeny. should, in the post-war world, 
ring us hard-earned compensation in the 
form of skilled, experienced, and capable 
sailors for that fleet. Furthermore, perpetu- 
ating the memory of the gallant sacrifices of 
those whom we honor here today will go far 
toward insuring that our future merchant 
fleet will be adequately manned. With the 
best ships, the best seamen, and a free world 
in which to trade, the future of the American 
Merchant Marine is bright. Let us all here 
and now resolve to devote ourselves by deter- 
mined and unremitting efforts to the end 
pen _ bright promise of the future will be 
realized. 


In addressing the second group, Vice 
Admiral Waesche paid tribute to the 
“men and women, both ashore and afloat, 
who are making it possible for our ships 
to carry men and materials to the far- 
flung battlefields of global war.” He 
concluded with the following remarks : 

On this National Maritime Day we are in 
the midst of a great war fought to determine 
whether our philosophy of life and our ideals 
of Government can be handed on to posterity. 
We have traveled a long way toward victory 
since the dark - 2% years ago when our 
enemies struck without warning. Our suc- 
cesses during that time have been due, and 
our ultimate triumph will be due, in great 
part to the splendid efforts, hard work, and 
great courage of the men and women of the 
maritime industry. Their credit against us 
is large. To those who keep the supplies and 
men flowing to the global battlefields and 
thereby prevent the enemy’s pincers from 
closing on our supply lines, the Coast Guard 
— in dedicating this National Maritime 

ay. 


TRANSPORT WAKEFIELD ONCE 
RAVAGED BY FIRE BACK 
IN COMBAT SERVICE 


The U. S. S. Wakefield, the former 
$10,000,000 luxury liner Manhattan, 
which was ravaged by fire in Septem- 
ber 1942, is again transporting troops to 
the war zones. The transport is 
manned by a crew of Coast Guardsmen, 
many of them veterans of the African, 
Mediterranean, and South Pacific cam- 
paigns. 

In command of the ship, one of the 
largest troop transports flying the 
American flag, is Capt. Roy L. Raney, 
U. 8S. C. G., who was executive officer 
of the Wakefield when the _ ship 
weathered Jap bombing attacks while 
evacuating women and children from 
besieged Singapore, shortly after Pearl 
Harbor. 


COAST GUARD AWARDS HONOR 
SHIELD TO GROUPS IN 
NEW YORK AREA 
The Security Shield of Honor of the 


Coast Guard has been awarded to seven 
organizations operating in the Port of 





New York area, for their outstanding 
assistance to the Service in its campaign 
for the protection of waterfront facili- 
ties and vessels against fire and sabo- 
tage. 

The recipients of the award were: The 
Collector of Customs, New York; the 
War Shipping Administration; the De- 
partment of Marine and Aviation of the 
State of New York; the Fire Depart- 
ment of the City of New York; the 
Police Department of the City of New 
York; the Maritime Association of the 
Port of New York; and the New York 
Fire Insurance Exchange. 

The Security Shield of Honor was 
established by the Coast Guard as an 
award for outstanding aid in making 
possible the safe and uninterrupted flow 
of our country’s manpower and war 
materials to the battlefronts of the 
world. The National Board of Fire 
Underwriters was the first organization 
to receive the award. 

The Commandant, in a letter to all 
District Coast Guard Officers several 
months ago, outlined the following as 
the criteria for awards of the shield: 


Management, which has exhibited the ut- 
most degree of voluntary cooperation with 


the Coast Guard in carrying out the spirit’ 


and purpose of the provisions of Executive 
Order 9074. 

Installation and maintenance, voluntarily 
or at the suggestion of the captain of the 
port or district Coast Guard officer, of equip- 
ment, over and above accepted minimum 
ee on waterfront facilities which 
evidences the application of the highest 
standards of safety engineering and operat- 
ing efficiency, and the use of the most modern 
port security devices. 

Establishment and maintenance of highly 
trained, properly supervised, and efficiently 
operating guard forces. 

Adoption of appropriate measures de- 
signed to provide periodic inspections and 
proper structural maintenance of hazardous 
facilities. 

Exercise of exceptional originality. initi- 
ative, and aptitude in complying with various 
port security regulations of the Coast Guard, 
and constructive suggestions made in con- 
nection therewith. 

Extraordinary and voluntary personal 
contributions of talent and energy in foster- 
ing the port security program. 

Exceptional effort and time spent in the 
organization and operation of the Voluntary 
Port Security Forces or of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

In general, any outstanding, unselfish, 
patriotic contributions. beyond those re- 
auired by statutes. regulations, or other au- 
thority, in enabling the Coast Guard to 
discharge efficiently the various responsibili- 
ties delegated to it by the Secretary of the 
Navy for the protection of waterfront facili- 
ties and vessels in port. 


REAR ADMIRAL L. T. CHALKER 
REVIEWS NEW ORLEANS 
REGIMENT 
Rear Admiral Lloyd T. Chalker, As- 


sistant Commandant of the United 
States Coast Guard, reviewed the New 
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Orleans Regiment of the Volunteer Port 
Security Forces, at ceremonies held in 
that city on 4 June. The review cli- 
maxed a 2-day conference of Temporary 
Reserve leaders of the HBighth Naval 
District, and representatives from Coast 
Guard Headquarters, 

Attending the conference in New Or- 
leans were the officers of the four Vol- 
unteer Port Security Regiments and the 
six units of Auxiliary Temporary Re- 
servists now operating in the New Or- 
leans Coast Guard District. Headquar- 
ters was represented by Capt. Chester 
H. Jones, Director of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Capt. Arnaud C. Marts, Chief 
of the Temporary Reserve Division, and 
Lt. Comdr, Anita P. Clothier, Senior 
Officer of the Women Temporary Re- 
servists. 


NEW SCHOOLS TO OFFER PRE- 
LIMINARY TRAINING IN 
RADIO MATERIEL 


To secure additional enlisted person- 
nel who can qualify for training as radio 
technicians, the Coast Guard has estab- 
lished schools where personnel will be 
given a preliminary course in radio ma- 
tériel. The course, which is completed 


in about a month, has been designed to 


give enlisted personnel the type of me- 
chanical and electrical experience nec- 
essary to qualify them for the regular 
course of instruction at the Coast 
Guard’s radio technician schools. 

The new Pre-Radio Matériel schools 
are located at the Coast Guard training 
stations at Curtis Bay, Md., and St. 
Augustine, Fla. The first classes of 100 
men began training at each of the sta- 
tions on 1 June. On successfully com- 
pleting the course, the men will be given 
the radio technician selection test to de- 
termine if they are qualified for training 
as radio technicians. 

The duties of the radio technician in- 
clude the maintenance and repair of 
radio transmitters and receivers, radar 
apparatus, underwater sound apparatus, 
aircraft homing apparatus, and radio- 
beacons. 


PERSONNEL OVERSEAS MAY NOW 
SEND MONEY HOME UNDER 
NEW NAVY PROCEDURE 


A system, whereby military and civil- 
ian personnel serving outside the con- 
tinental limits of the United States may 
now send money home or purchase war 
bonds for delivery to an address in the 
United States or to the Treasury Depart- 
ment for safekeeping, has recently been 
put into operation by the Bureau of Sup- 
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plies and Accounts of the Navy De- 
partment. 

The new service is available to per- 
sonnel of the Navy, Marine Corps, and 
Coast Guard, Army personnel assigned 
to predominantly naval areas, and ci- 
vilians operating with the armed serv- 
ices outside continental United States. 
It supplements the individual allotment 
system whereby naval personnel can 
have fixed sums withheld from their pay 
for payment to dependents, to savings 
accounts, or for the purchase of in- 
surance or war bonds. 

The minimum amount which may be 
remitted under the new service is $10, 
with larger amounts in multiples of $5 
except that in the case of war bonds 
the exact purchase price must be re- 
mitted. Any naval disbursing officer 
will accept the money for remittance 
together with a simple form, designating 
the payee, which is filled out by the re- 
mitter. This form is forwarded by the 
disbursing officer to the field branch of 
the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts at 
Cleveland, Ohio, from which a check is 
dispatched to the designated payee. 
Bonds are either sent to a designated 
person or held for safekeeping at the 
Federal Reserve bank in Cleveland. 

Alternate payees may also be named. 
If the payee or alternate cannot be lo- 
cated, the check will be sent to the re- 
mitter ; if the remitter cannot be located, 
the check will be returned to the General 
Accounting Office, Washington, D. C., for 
safekeeping and later disposition, 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CODE OF 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
BEING PUBLISHED 


The rules and regulations prescribed 
and promulgated by the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, and enforced by the 
Coast Guard, will soon be made available 
in a codified supplement to the Code of 
Federal Regulations, covering the 5-year 
period from 1 June 1938 to 1 June 1943. 
This cumulative supplement of the Code 
of Federal Regulations is being prepared 
by the Federal Register and will be con- 
tained in approximately eight or nine 
volumes. Four books, covering titles 1 
to 25 of the Code, are already completed 
and may be obtained from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C., at 
the cost of $3 per book. It is expected 
that the volumes dealing with merchant 
marine activities will be completed and 
ready for distribution within 3 to 6 
months, 

The rules and regulations affecting the 
Merchant Marine have always been pub- 
lished in pamphlet or booklet form and 
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usually distributed without cost to the 
Merchant Marine. Howeyer, this is only 
one type of regulation issued by the 
Federal Government and each agency 
has its own method of distributing its 
regulatory requirements. The Code of 
Federal Regulations of the United States 
is divided into 50 titles analogous to 
and closely paralleling the titles of the 
United States Code. Each title is de- 
voted to a single governmental function, 
but embraces regulations of one or more 
agencies. The regulatory material pub- 
lished in the Federal Register is keyed 
to the Code of Federal Regulations. 

In order to prevent confusion, the 
Coast Guard changed the style and num- 
bering system in publication of rules and 
regulations affecting the Merchant Ma- 
rine to agree with the Code of Federal 
Regulations. The changes in style and 
numbering of rules and regulations were 
brought about by the need for uniformity 
and simplicity in all Federal Regulations 
so that the public could keep abreast of 
the regulatory requirements more easily. 

Congress approved the Federal Regis- 
ter Act on 26 July 1935 to establish a 
uniform method of publication and pro- 
mulgation of the administrative rules 
and regulations and similar documents. 
This act established the Federal Regis- 
ter and, by amendment, all Government 
agencies were required to codify the out- 
standing rules and regulations issued on 
or before 1 June 1938 which were of 
general applicability and legal effect. 
The 5-year cumulative supplement does 
away with the annual supplements for 
1938, 1939, 1940, and 1941. However, 
the regulations not amended, changed, 
or added during the period of 1 June 1938 
to 1 June 1948 are set forth in the Code 
of Federal Regulations, dated 1 June 
1928. 

The Federal Register Act provides 
that sufficient notice is given of the rules 
and regulations to any person subject 
thereto or affected thereby, by simply 
publishing them in the Federal Register, 
except in cases where notice by publica- 
tion is insufficient in law. To simplify 
the actual proof of rules and regulations, 
the Federal Register Act provides that 
the publication of any document in the 
Federal Register creates a rebuttable 
presumption that: (1) it was duly 
isstied, prescribed, or promulgated; (2) 
it was duly filed with the Division of 
the Federal Register and made avail- 
able for public inspection ; (3) the copy 
contained in the Federal Register is a 
true copy of the original; and, (4) all 
requirements of the Federal Register 
Act and the regulations prescribed there- 
under relative to such document have 
been complied with. For the presenta- 
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tion of regulations as evidence in courts, 
this act states that “the contents of the 
Federal Register shall be judicially 
noticed and without prejudice to any 
other mode of citation may be cited by 
volume and page number.” Therefore, 
the regulations in the Code of Federal 
Regulations and in the Federal Register 
are prima facie evidence of the effect 
of such regulations and of the fact that 
they are in full force and effect on and 
after the date of publication thereof. 

The Merchant Marine Inspection Reg- 
ulations are contained in Title 46, Ship- 
ping, of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
The various titles of the Code of Federal 
Regulations are divided into chapters, 
subchapters, and »arts, assigned to vari- 
ous governmental agencies. 


ADDITIONAL PHARMACIST’S 
MATE BILLETS SOON TO 
BE FILLED BY SPARS 


More pharmacist’s mate billets at 
Coast Guard stations and United States 
Marine Hospitals are to be filled by 
Coast Guard SPARS to release the men 
now engaged in these duties for combat 
assignments. To provide 200 additional 
SPAR pharmacist’s mates, the Women’s 
Reserve of the U. S. Coast Guard Re- 
serve is seeking women now in civilian 
life who are qualified to receive training © 
for this type of work, as well as SPARS 
already enlisted who are eligible to train 
for this rating. 

Civilian applicants accepted for phar- 
macist’s mate training will be sent to the 
United States Coast Guard Training 
Station at Palm Beach, Fla., for the 
usual 6 weeks’ basic training. Later 
they will be given a 3-month course at 
the College of Pharmacy at Columbia 
University in New York City. Formerly 
pharmacist’s mate instruction courses 
were given at the Palm Beach training 
station. 

Information about these training 
courses and qualifications for service in 
the Women’s Reserve of the Coast Guard 
may be obtained by writing Coast Guard 
Headquarters, Washington, D. C., or the 
nearest Coast Guard recruiting office. 


TWO CRUISING CUTTERS OF 
“OWASCO” CLASS LAUNCHED 
AT SAN PEDRO 


The 225-foot cruising cutters Sebago 
and Owasco ‘were launched at the yard 
of the Western Pipe and Steel Company, 
San- Pedro, Calif., the former on 28 
May, and the latter 3 weeks later on 
18 June. Mrs. John L. Steinmetz, of 
Claremont, Calif, wife of Commander 
Steinmetz, U. S. C. G., now command- 
ing an escort division, was sponsor at 
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the Sebago launching ceremonies. Mrs. 
Robert Donohue, wife of Rear Admiral 
Donohue, chief personnel officer at Coast 
Guard Headquarters, was sponsor for 
the Owasco. 

The Sebago and Owasco were the sec- 
ond and third vessels of the Owasco 
Class to be launched by the Western 
Pipe and Steel Company, a sistership, 
the Chatauqua, having been sent down 
the ways there on 14 May. The com- 
pany will build, in all 11 of this type 
of cutter within the next 2 years. The 
Coast Guard Yard, Curtis Bay, Md., has 
already launched the 2 vessels of this 
type being constructed there, the Men- 
dota and the Pontchartrain. 

Vessels of the. Owasco Class have a 
length over-all of 255 feet, a beam of 
43 feet, a draft of 15 feet, and a dis- 
placement of approximately 2,000 tons. 
The vessels will be equipped with turbo- 
electric propulsion, 4,000 horsepower be- 
ing available in each to turn a single 
screw. 


REAR ADMIRAL BRYAN DIES 


Rear Admiral John Irvin Bryan, 
U. S. C. G. (Retired), died at Norfolk, 
Va., on 3 June, at the age of 72. Funeral 
services were held in the Fort Myer 
Chapel, Arlington, Va., and were fol- 
lowed by internment in the Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

Rear Admiral Bryan retired from ac- 
tive service with the rank of commodore 
on 1 January 1936, having reached the 
statutory age limit of 64. At that time 
he was division engineer of the Coast 
Guard’s Norfolk Division. He acquired 
the permanent.rank of rear admiral on 


_the retired list in June 1937. 


Rear Admiral Bryan was born in Lex- 
ington, Ky., on 23 December 1871. His 
eareer of more than 40 years as an en- 
gineering officer in the Coast Guard be- 
gan in 1895, when he was appointed an 
engineering cadet. 


MANY COAST GUARDSMEN CITED 
FOR HEROIC CONDUCT IN 
NAVAL OPERATIONS 


Among the more outstanding awards 
to Coast Guard personnel during the 
past month were the following: 

For outstanding services in rescuing 
survivors of a stricken vessel and later 
when their own ship was torpedoed, 
many of the officers and men of a Coast 
Guard escort vessel were decorated. 
The Legion of Merit was awarded to 
Lt. Comdr. Frank M. McCabe and Harold 
Levy, CPhM. The Bronze Star Medal 
was awarded to Lt. LeRoy Van Nost- 
rand, Lt. (j. g.) James A. Mackay, and 
Virgil B. Mathis, MoMMic. The Navy 


“and Marine Corps Medal was awarded 





to Wayne A. Riskedahl, MoMMic, Car- 
ver G. Sanders, BM2c, (posthumously), 
John D. Lawless, WT2c, Stanley G. 
Putzke, RM2c, Gaylen E. Doak, Fic, 
and James Lee, Sic. 

The citation accompanying the award 
of the Legion of Merit to Lieutenant 
Commander McCabe read: 


For exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
the performance of outstanding services on 20 
April and 3 May 1944, while serving as com- 
manding officer of a Coast Guard escort vessel 
off the Algerian coast. 

When a United States destroyer on convoy 
escort duty was attacked and sunk by enemy 
planes, the vessel proceeded to the rescue 
of survivors. Lieutenant Commander Mc- 
Cabe displayed great skill and exceptional 
Seamanship in so expertly maneuvering his 
ship that more than one hundred exhausted 
and injured survivors of the stricken shi 
were saved. Later, when the Coast Guar 
vessel was torpedoed in action with an enemy 
submarine, he so skillfully directed the op- 
eration of his ship that, although seriously 
damaged, it was saved and brought into port. 

The extraordinary ability, able leadership, 
and prompt and decisive action displayed by 
Lt. Comdr. F. M. McCabe, United States 
Coast Guard, reflected great credit upon him- 
self and the Naval Service. 


For heroic performance of duty while 
rescuing the survivors of the torpedoed 
U. S. S. Leopold, the following men were 
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps 
Medal: Elmer Harris, GMic, Roy C. 
Nelson, MoMMic, Wilbur R. Smith, 
EMic, Patrick B. Irwin, BM2c, “J” ““H”’ 
Young, Qm2c, Charles Friend, MoMM2c, 
Waldron B. Chastain, Sic, Eugene C. 
Greene, Sic, George D. Vann, Sic, 
Bjorne O. Olsen, S2c, and William DB. 
Smith, S2e. The citations accompany- 
ing the awards were identical and read: 

For heroic and courageous performance of 
duty during rescue operations of survivors of 
the torpedoed, U. S. 8. Leopold in the North 
Atlantic ones the night of 9 March 1944. 

Fully realizing that his ship, operating in 
the vicinity of an aggressive and determined 
enemy submarine, would, in case of contact, 
be forced to leave the area in order to avoid 
hostile torpedoes or to attack the enemy, 
Nelson volunteered to go over the side of 
his ship into the cold water to assist in* the 
rescue of the exhausted survivors. Unmind- 
ful of his own safety, he worked in the rough 
oil-covered water, swimming to, and securing 
life lines around the helpless survivors until 
he became so benumbed by cold and exhaustion 
that he was unable to continue his battle 
against the rough sea. 

Nelson’s courageous action, performed at 
the peril of his own life. resulting in the 
saving of lives which would otherwise have 
been lost, was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. 


For courageous conduct during rescue 
operations of survivors from two ships 
which collided, the Navy and Marine 
Corps Medal has been awarded to the 
following: Lt. (j. g.) Carlos K. Dale, Lt. 
(j. g.) R. E. Gouker, Louis J. Cramer, 
CBM, Edward J. McManus, RDM3c, Ed- 
ward P. Lewandowski, RDM3c, George 
J. Harland, Sic, Wendel J. Kupac, Sic, 
and Henry Martin, Jr., S2c. The cita- 
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tions accompanying the awards were 
identical and read: 


For heroic and courageous conduct during 
rescue operations of survivors of the collision 
between the S. 8S. Hil Coston and the S. 8. 
Murfreesboro during the night of 25-26 Feb- 
oe! 1944. 

hen, as a result of raging uncontrollable 
gasoline fires and other damages sustained 
in the disaster, members of the crews of both 
ships involved in the collision were forced 
to abandon ship, Lieutenant (j. g.) Dale made 
important contributions to the successful 
Tescue operations conducted by his ane by 
his heroic and self-sacrificing actions. Com- 
gates disregarding the heavy seas and the 
urning gasoline which covered a large part 
of the sea, he went over the side of his 
heavily rolling ship, entered the water, and 
assisted exhausted survivors in reaching and 
climbing the nets rigged along the sides of 
the rescue vessel. 

The courage and complete disregard for 
his own safety displayed by Dale in volun- 
tarily going over the side and working in 
the water alongside a heavily rolling ship 
were in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service. 


For outstanding services while in 
command of a vessel, Lt. Comdr. James 
S. Muzzy, was awarded the Legion of 
Merit. The citation read: 


For exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
the performance of outstanding services 
while commanding officer of a Coast Guard 
escort vessel on 1 April 1944 in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. 

When a fire broke out in the forward hold 
of the American 8. 8S. Jared Ingersoll after 
that ship had apparently been struck by a 
torpedo, Lieutenant Commander Muzzy laid 
this ship alongside three times to combat 
the stubborn fire. This action was taken 
after the Jngersoll had twice been abandoned 
by her crew and in spite of the fact that 
in the compartment adjacent to the burning 
hold was a magazine containing 3’’ /50 
caliber ammunition. After bringing the fire 
under control, Lieutenant Commander Muzzy 
assisted in towing the ship to Algiers where 
it was beached. By this action he contributed 
to the saving of many lives and succeeded in 
salvaging a valuable unit, including cargo 
and equipment, which might otherwise have 
been lost. 

The perseverance, great courage, and out- 
standing devotion to duty displayed by Lt. 
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Comdr. James 8. Muzzy reflected great credit 
upon himself and the Naval Service. 


For conspicuous gallantry in action 
while in command of a vessel in Italian 
waters, Lt. John F. String, Jr., was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. The 
citation accompanying the award read: 


_ For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action while serving as Commanding Officer 
of the U. 8. S. PC 545 off Anzio, Italy, on 
18 March 1944. 


_ When an enemy motor torpedo boat was 
sighted at night, Lieutenant (junior grade) 
String immediately ordered the attack. With 
an expert display of seamanship, he so skill- 
fully maneuvered the ship that the first shots 
scored hits on the enemy craft before it was 
able to maneuver into position to effectively 
use its torpedoes, and the resulting fire caused 
it to disintegrate in an explosion. This 
successful action against the enemy contrib- 
uted materially to the protection of shipping 
in the Anzio area, and the successful main- 
tenance of forces ashore. 

The initiative, determination, and prompt 
and decisive action displayed by Lieutenant 
(j. 5) String were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Naval Service. 


For heroic conduct at the scene of a 
large train wreck, Rear Admiral Philip 
B. Eaton, was awarded the Navy and 
Marine Corps Medal. The citation ac- 
companying the award reads: 


For heroic conduct on the occasion of the ~ 
wreck of three trains on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad near Dickerson, Md., on 24 
September 1942. Realizing that several 
passengers were imprisoned under the wreck- 
age and in imminent danger of burning to 
death from nearby fires, Rear Admiral (then 
Captain) Eaton unhesitatingly went to their 
rescue. Risking his life by crawling on his 
hands and knees beneath a mass of heavy 
pipes, he succeeded in placing an injured 
man on his back and carrying him to safety. 
then, returning with a comrade, repeated this 
courageous action until all who were not 
inextricably pinned in the wreckage were 
brought out. Rear Admiral Eaton’s daring, 
initiative and utter disregard for his own 
personal safety undoubtedly saved the lives 
of many who otherwise would have perished 
and were in keeping with the highest tradi- 
tions of the United States Naval Service. 
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INFORMATION ON VOTING BY MILITARY PERSONNEL 


The following language of the Secretary of the Navy, James V. Forrestal, 
states clearly and succinctly the policy of the Navy Department in the matter 
of servicemen voting. 

“To facilitate voting by the armed forces, members of the Merchant Marine, 
and certain civilians, attached to and serving with the armed forces, the Con- 
gress of the United States has passed Public Law 277, 78th Congress. 

“Voting is the sacred privilege of a citizen in a democracy. The policy of 
the Department is.to give maximum assistance to Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, and certain members of the Merchant Marine, and to members of the 
American Red Cross, the Society of Friends, the Women Air Force Service Pilots, 
and United Service Organizations, who are attached to and serving with the 
armed forces of the United States, in the exercise of their voting privilege, when- 
ever practicable and compatible with military operations. 

“Every individual concerned with the administration of the law shall take 
all necessary steps to prevent fraud, to protect voters against coercion of any 
sort, and to safeguard the integrity and secrecy of ballots.” 

In order to place this policy in effect the Secretary of the Navy has estab- 
lished within the Office of the Secretary of the Navy, a War Ballot office. In 
charge of this office is the war ballot officer who acts as the personal repre- 
sentative of the Secretary of the Navy and is responsible for the supervision 
of the Navy Department’s War Ballot Program. In addition to the appointment 
of assistants to the war ballot officer, officers from the Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard have been assigned to assist in the coordination of the war ballot 
program in all branches of the naval service. 

Careful supervision and direction of the war ballot program in all naval 
activities is being made possible by the appointment of a limited number of 
war ballot supervisors assigned to cover specified areas of naval activities, to 
visit each major command and as many commands of lower echelon as time 
permits. These authoritative field representatives of the War Ballot office 
will provide assistance in the organization and administration of the war ballot 
program to the several command voting supervisors, now designated as the 
personal representatives of their respective area, fleet and district commanders 
or commandants. (Dispatch 251342/May) 

In turn, it has been further directed that individual assistance be given to 
every prospective serviceman voter who wishes such assistance by providing 
that commanding officers of all naval units designate a Voting Officer and such 
assistants as may be required to aid eligible personnel to cast their votes in all 
forthcoming primaries and elections. (ALNAV 96-44) 

Information on voting procedures in the primary elections of the several 
states has been featured monthly in the Bureau of Naval Personnel Information 
Bulletin since 1 December. Similar articles appeared in the United States 
Marine Corps Headquarters Bulletin and the Coast Guard Bulletin. Articles 
of like tenor will continue to be published monthly. In addition, distribution 
of five Navy Department voting posters will be made before 1 October. At 
appropriate times, voting information will be radioed to all ships and stations 
for use in ship and station newspapers. In a word, every effort is being ex- 
pended by the Navy Department to assure all hands the opportunity of casting 
a ballot for the candidates of their choice in primary and generai elections. 


CoMMENTS 


Eighteen States and the Territory of Hawaii will hold their primaries between 
15 July and 17 October inclusive. One State, Maine, will hold its general elec- 
tion on 11 September for all State and local offices as well as for Representatives 
in Congress. The territory of Alaska will hold its general election on 12 
September. : 
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The following has been prepared to stress certain procedures common to all 
States and to point out provisions of State law of particular States. The follow- 
ing five points are emphasized. ‘ 

1. The serviceman applying for a primary ballot must state his party 
affiliation. 

2. The serviceman should print or type his name, service number, and address 
under his signature on the postcard application. 

3. The serviceman upon receiving his absentee ballot, should execute it in ac- 
cordance with instructions accompanying it and return it at once. 

4. No commissioned, warrant, noncommissioned or petty officer should attempt 
to influence any member of the armed forces to vote or not to vote for any 
particular candidate. 

5. Any question as to the eligibility of a serviceman to obtain a complete State 
ballot should be immediately referred to the secretary of state of the State of 
his residence. 

ALASKA holds its territorial election on 12 September. No further election 
is held in November. The postcard which is available from the commanding 
officer will be honored. No further steps are necessary to effect registration. 

ARIZONA holds its primaries on 18 July. The postcard application which is 
available from the commanding officer will be honored. Registration is required 
by the State law affecting these primaries. However, such registration may be 
effected by the spouse, parent, next of kin, or any informed elector by complet- 
ing a special form provided by each county recorder. 

ARKANSAS holds its first primaries on 25 July and its run-off primary on 
8 August. The postcard application which is available from the commanding 
officer will be honored. Such postcard application will be treated as an applica- 
tion for both primaries, if the serviceman applicant so indicates thereon. Previ- 
ous registration is not required. 

COLORADO holds its primaries on 12 September. Servicemen may use post- 
ecard application available from commanding officer. Previous registration is . 
not required. 

HAWAII has no provision for absentee voting for servicemen. Voter must 
appear in person in their home precinct or at a polling place, within the Territory, 
designated by the Governor. 

KANSAS holds its primaries on 1 August. No special form of application is 
required. The postcard application which is available from the commanding 
officer will be honored. Registration is not required. 

KENTUCKY holds its primaries on 5 August. Pending the set-up of voting 
procedures, information relative to absentee servicemen’s voting is unavailable. 

LOUISIANA permits servicemen to apply for State absentee ballots by mail- 
ing the postcard available from commanding officer. One application is sufficient 
for both the first and second primaries. The laws of Louisiana affecting these 
primaries require personal appearance by a prospective voter before proper 
registration officials within the State in order to effect registration. 

MAIND® holds its State election on 11 September. At this election voting will 
be for Representatives in Congress and State and local offices. The postcard, 
which is available from the commanding officer, will be honored both as an appli- 
cation for a ballot and for registration. Voting for President and Vice President 
will take place at the general election to be held on 7 November. One applica- 
tion is sufficient for both elections. 

MISSISSIPPI holds its first primary on 4 July, and its run-off primary on 
29 August. Registration is required by the State law. Those in the armed serv- 
ices may register by affidavit before 7 July if the form for such affidavit is 
requested by a member of the naval service or any person interested in such 
member. State absentee ballots may be requested by any member of the naval 
service or any one interested in such member. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding officer will be honored. Such request should 
be sent to the circuit clerk of the home county of the party executive committee 
of the county of the absent voter. Only one request for.absentee ballot is neces- 
sary for all primaries and elections held in the year in which the request is made. 
Payment of a poll tax is not required of those in the military service as a 
prerequisite to vote. 

MISSOURI holds its primaries on 1 August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding officer will be honored. Registration is not 
required, 

MONTANA holds its primaries on 18 July. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding officer will be honored. Registration is re- 
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quired by the State laws of Montana affecting these primaries. Registration 
may be effected by applying therefore to the county clerk and recorder of the 
county of residence of the serviceman applicant. 

NEVADA holds its primaries on 5 September 1944. The postcard application 
available from the commanding officer will be honored. No registration is 
required. 

NEW YORK holds its primaries on 1 August. Because the State laws make 
no provisions for absentee servicemen voting in these primaries, the serviceman 
must vote in person if he desires to exercise his franchise. 

SOUTH CAROLINA holds its first primary on 25 July 1944 and its second 
primary on 22 August 1944. Servicemen may request a primary ballot, if enrolled 
prior to 27 June with a local party club. Application for such enrollment or for a 
primary ballot should be made to a local club or county secretary by the service- 
man or by a relative or friend in his behalf. 

TEXAS holds its first primary on 22 July and its run-off primaries on 26 August. 
The postcard application which is available from the commanding officer will be 
honored. If the serviceman applicant states on his postcard application that he 
desires it treated as an application for both the first and the run-off primaries, it 
will be treated as a valid application for both primaries. The previous payment 
of a poll tax is required by the State laws affecting these primaries. Therefore, 
the postcard application must be accompanied by either a poll tax receipt or an 
affidavit of its loss. Previous registration is not required. 

UTAH holds its first primaries on 11 July and its run-off primaries on 15 
August. The postcard application which is available from the commanding 
officer will be honored. .One such postcard application will be treated as an 
application for both the first and the run-off primaries. 

VERMONT holds its primaries on 8 August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding officer will be honored. Registration is re- 
quired by the State laws affecting these primaries. However, it is effected by 
completing the oath on the State absentee ballot envelope. 

VIRGINIA holds its primaries on 1 August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding officer will be honored. The usual require- 
ment of previous registration and payment of a poll tax as a condition precedent 
to the exercise of the voting:privilege is waived. 

WISCONSIN holds its primaries on 15 August. The postcard application avail- 
able from commanding officer will be honored. Registration will be effected by 
receipt of the postcard by the clerk of the city, village or town of the residence 
of the serviceman applicant, or by necessary information being given to such 
clerk by any interested party. 

WYOMING holds its primaries on 18 July. Application for a State absentee 
ballot must be made on a special application form furnished by the secretary of 
state, Cheyenne, Wyo., or by the appropriate local election offices. Such requests 
may be made by forwarding the postcard application which is available from 
the commanding officer, and by stating on it that the serviceman applicant 
desires it to be treated as a request for an application for a State absentee 
ballot. While registration is required by the State laws affecting these primaries, 
it may be effected by completing the affidavit printed on the State absentee 
ballot envelope. 


From: SecNav. 
Released by: Ralph Bard. 
23 June 1944. 

241500/113. 
COMMANDING OFFICERS ALL UNITS REPORT APPROPRIATE AREA 
COMMA FLEET COMMA DISTRICT COMMANDER NAME COMMA DESIG- 
NATION COMMA VOTING OFFICER PURSUANT ALNAV 96 DASH 44 X 
PARA X EACH ACTION ADDRESSEE OF SECNAV DISPATCH 251342 OF 
MAY DIRECT HIS COMMAND VOTING SUPERVISOR TO LIST.ALL UNITS 
HIS SUPERVISION BEFORE ONE JULY FOR PURPOSE OF CALLING 
INTRUCTIONAL MEETING DURING JULY X WAR BALLOT SUPERVISOR 
OFFICE SECNAV WILL CONDUCT INSTRUCTIONAL MEETINGS X PROS- 
PECTIVE DATE ARRIVAL WAR BALLOT SUPERVISOR WILL BE 
COMMUNICATED X 
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YK/VS. 
Telephone Extension 7708. 
From: SecNav. 

To: Alnav No. 116. 

Released by: James Forrestal. 
Date: 26 June 1944. 


BASEGRAM 


D QNL A SNOW 261222/116 RAFT QIR QXL 


1. Public Law 277 of the 78th Congress requires that magazines and news- 
papers of general circulation purchased with Government funds shall be deter- 
mined in accordance with the preference of the members of the armed forces 
in some reliable method to be determined by SecNav. It is accordingly directed 
that each commanding officer establish a preference for any such periodicals 
before payment for subscriptions to same is authorized from Government funds 
or from ships service or local welfare funds. 

2. Requisitions or commanding officers orders for the purchase of subscription 
to or renewal of subscription to magazines and newspapers of general circulation 
to be purchased with Government funds shall bear in addition to other applicable 
certificates the following certificate of the commanding officer: 

The Commanding Officer certifies that the above requested publications 
represent the preference of the personnel of his command. 
When purchasing periodicals with ships service funds whether for resale or 
other purpose or local welfare funds the commanding officer will make the 
preference certificate quoted above on a copy of the purchasing order and this 
certified copy will be retained in the files of the command. 

8. Instructions as to restrictions concerning books, radio broadcasts or motion 
pictures contained in letter being promulgated. 

Distribution: Lists 5, 11. 

Attention.—This is the action copy of an original transmission by dispatch 
mail. Deliver to radio room. 

Authenticated by YK for Navy Department communication watch officer. 
Date: 27 June 1944. 0230. 
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